Global Education Alternatives Fair, Makati City, Philippines
Date

25 & 26 November 2006
Participation

TBC
Activity Background
British Council, Canadian Trade Commissioner Service, IDP Education Australia and New Zealand Trade & Enterprise will hold the fifth Global Education Alternatives 2006 A Commonwealth of Choices Exhibition in Manila which will showcase various international courses and programmes offered by the four Commonwealth countries of Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the United Kingdom.

The four trade and education promotion agencies have come together for the fifth time to promote overseas education in the Philippine market.  The objective of this exhibition is to develop and grow the global education market in the Philippines by providing students with access to quality international institutions and courses.  The fair aims to provide a wider range of options to Filipino students seeking World Class education opportunities. 

The organisers of the Global Education Alternatives: A Commonwealth of Choices Exhibition have been successful in raising awareness in the market for the past four yearly events.  The last Commonwealth of Choices Exhibition, held in November 2005, was participated in by 31 education institutions from the four Commonwealth countries and attended by more than 1,200 visitors during the two days fair.  

The Philippine Market
The Philippines is increasingly becoming a significant international education market.  The market has been characterised as a “growing” market for overseas education and it is now primed to expand particularly as more and more Filipinos becoming interested in studying overseas.  Many Filipinos are now increasingly becoming aware of education opportunities available in the US, the four participating Commonwealth countries and other emerging education destinations.  With the market expanding, offering alternatives will enable the students to make a better and more informed choice.

The number of Filipino students studying overseas has increased over the past few years and is expected to grow.  The present size of Filipino international students is estimated to be around 8,000 per year pursuing elementary, secondary, vocational and tertiary education. Based on the information gathered from different embassies in Manila in 2005, the USA remains to be the most popular with 1,562 student visas issued in 2004-2005 academic year. Australia and the UK are considered next alternative education destinations of Filipino international students.  The demands for Canadian and New Zealand education are substantially growing because of their competitive tuition fee, quality of education and migration opportunities available. 

The table below summarizes student numbers for these countries:

	
	Number of Visas Issued 

(2004-2005)
	Estimated Total Student Numbers (2004-2005)

	Australia
	697
	2077

	Canada
	291
	615

	New Zealand
	366
	879

	United Kingdom
	523
	1697


Sector Recommendations
Undergraduate and postgraduate studies have received a significant number of inquiries in the last education fair. Technical training skill programs and short term courses are also becoming popular with a good number of enquiries received during the last staging of this exhibition.  Institutions offering tertiary, post-graduate and secondary education should see this event as an opportunity to promote their programs to Filipino students and parents who wish to send their children overseas to pursue international education. 

Health related courses like medicine, dentistry and nursing have been receiving a lot of interest followed by business programs particularly in the fields of business management, marketing and MBA programmes.  Information Technology is also of significant interest to Filipino students.  Engineering, arts, architecture, law, environmental studies, hospitality and tourism courses were among the various programs that are traditionally in demand by Filipinos interested in overseas education. 
Program for the Event

Grand Ballroom, Dusit Hotel Nikko, Ayala Avenue, Makati City

Tentative program schedule for the two-day event as follows:

	EXHIBITION SCHEDULE
	SEMINAR SCHEDULE

	Friday, 24 November 2006

11:00 PM – Set up and briefing/INGRESS 

12:00 PM – Pre registration 

01:00 PM – Registration

01:00 PM – Exhibition Proper

06:00 PM – End of Exhibition (first day) 

07:00 PM – CEG Networking Dinner


	Friday, 24 November 2006

01:00 PM – Australian Education Seminar

02:00 PM – Canadian Education Seminar

03:00 PM – New Zealand Education Seminar

04:00 PM – UK Education Seminar



	Saturday, 25 November 2006

12:00 PM – Se up and briefing

12:00 PM – Pre registration 

01:00 PM – Registration

01:00 PM – Exhibition Proper

07:00 PM – End of Exhibition (second day)

08:00 PM – EGRESS


	Saturday, 25 November 2006

01:00 PM – UK Education Seminar

02:00 PM – New Zealand  Education Seminar

03:00 PM – Canadian Education Seminar

04:00 PM – Australian Education Seminar




Promotion

An extensive promotional and advertising campaign will be undertaken for this event, which consists of:

a. Press briefing - local media contacts will be invited for a briefing a week prior to the event.  The four Commonwealth education and promotion agencies will handle the briefing and will focus on the events and activities scheduled during the exhibition.

b. Media advertising - advertisements in leading newspapers such as the Philippine Star, Philippine Daily Inquirer and Manila Bulletin will be placed during the run-up to the exhibition date; there will also be newspaper write-ups, press releases and television interviews to promote the event.

c. Invitations – there will be a direct mail-out campaign targeting top local schools and colleges, international organisations such as the ADB, WHO, government agencies and international chambers and organisations.

d. Posters and flyers – marketing and promotional materials will be distributed to all invited schools and organisations.

e. Web site advertising - information on the exhibition will also be advertised on the Internet through the organisers' websites. 

Seminar Program

A schedule of generic country specific education presentations will be provided by the four Commonwealth trade and education promotion agencies during the two-day exhibition.  Forty-five minutes per presentation will be allocated per country, which includes a question and answer portion.  Attendees of the seminar will be encouraged to visit the exhibit area after the presentations to meet with the participating institutions.

Participation Costs

The participation fee covers:

· Venue
· Event marketing, promotion and advertising

· Brochure display

Additional Costs
All representatives cover their own accommodation, travel and daily expenses and provide their own promotional materials.  Education New Zealand will organise a consolidated consignment to save on costs.

Suitable for 
Universities, ITPs, Private tertiaries and secondary schools
For more information……..

