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A new destination for Indian students

Staff Reporter
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WEEKEND

Paul Vaughan

KOCHI: New Zealand is fast turning out to be a favourite
educational destination for the Indian youth.

The country’s annual educational earnings from India
alone have touched 60 million New Zealand dollars (one
NZ dollar = Rs. 30), said Paul Vaughan, New Zealand’s
Trade Commissioner for South Asia.

Besides India, the country is focussing on China, Vietham
and Korea to boost its revenues from education, he said.

In Kochi to attend the New Zealand education fair, Mr.
Vaughan shared his views on education and life in New
Zealand in a chat with The Hindu.

“We have now around 4,000 Indian students in New
Zealand. The number is growing. For the academic year
beginning February, we have issued about 3,800 visas,”
he said.

Explaining that a country with a population of only four
million required more skilled professionals, Mr. Vaughan
said that New Zealand was facing skill shortage in areas

“40% of our business is generated by Alibaba.com.” % NNl

more buyers
on Alibaba.com

News Update

Stories in this Section

Engineering seats go
abegging

Kochi meet to discuss
globalisation’s wrongs
SmartCity reaches out to
customers

Swami Agnivesh backs
Chengara stir

Appeals against
cooperative ordinance
dismissed

Akshaya all set to become
e-services hub in the State

Government has no right
to take over temple: NSS

School reopening
Making vacations
meaningful

A new destination for
Indian students
Workshop on traditional art
Heritage structure

Metro will revolutionalise
Kochi’s public transport,
feels study

Shopping arcade

Efforts on for political
alternative: Agnivesh
‘ABVP activists falsely
accused’

Kochi today

Archives
Yesterday's Issue
Datewise

Features:
Magazine
Literary Review
Metro Plus
Open Page
Education Plus



like tourism, catering, information technology and Book Review

nursing. “We also lack skilled professionals in Business
horticulture,” he said. SciTech

NXg

Friday Review
Pointing out that finding a job in New Zealand was not Cinema Plus
difficult, Mr. Vaughan said the cost of living in the country Young World
was very low. “The salary level compared to a country like Property Plus
Australia might be less but the cost of living is significantly Quest

lower. The job market in New Zealand is still hot. It is a
good place to find work with good salary levels,” he said.
Highlighting the fact that an educational qualification from
a university or a polytechnic in New Zealand was an
added advantage for getting a job there, Mr. Vaughan said
the country does not have stringent immigration rules.
“There is a point system for immigration; permanent
residence visa is given on the basis of this system,” he
said.

New Zealand is the only country that provides a one-year
job search visa, regardless of the course pursued by a
student.

“Once you get a job, you can apply for two years of work
permit, following which you can apply for permanent
residency,” Mr. Vaughan said.

Describing that job opportunities in New Zealand were
excellent, he said the unemployment rate there was a
mere 2 or 3 per cent. “Eligible students can now apply to
work up to 20 hours in any given week during the
academic year and may apply to work full time during the
summer vacation,” he said.
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